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illustrated. 1907 Excerpt: . . . the price may range from 7 to 14 per cubic yard. Thin building walls, under eight
inches thick may cost from 10 to 20 per cubic yard, according to the character of construction and the finish
which is given to the surface. These ranges in price seem enormous for a material which is ordinarily supposed
to be handled by unskilled labor, but it must be borne in mind that skilled workmen are required for
constructing forms and centers, and often the labor upon these may be several times that of mixing and
placing the concrete. As a rule, unless the job is a very small one or under the personal supervision of a
competent engineer, it is cheaper end more satisfactory to employ an experienced contractor than day labor.
Green men under an inexperienced foreman may not be counted upon to mix and lay over one-half the
amount of concrete that will be handled by a skilled gang under expert superintendence. A close estimate of
cost may be reached, in cases where the conditions are known in advance, by taking up in detail and then
combining the various units of the material and labor as outlined below. Cost of Cement. As the price of
Portland cement varies largely with the demand, it is necessary to obtain quotations from dealers for every
purchase. It is such heavy stuff that the freight usually enters largely into the cost. and quotations should
therefore be madef. o. b. the...
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