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years the executive department of the Government as well as this House has played fast and loose upon this
great question until the necessities of the Government have compelled the Administration to take some position
upon the tariE question, and I honor the President for having compelled his party to stop its double dealing and
to define its position by its work here in the House. The President in his recent message to Congress has given
the country his views touching the manner of reducing the revenues of the Government. If he had been as much
interested in paying oE the public debt with the surplus revenues of the Government as he has been in
furthering the interest of his party, the large amount of money now in the Treasury unappropriated would be in
the hands of the people and be used in furthering their industrial pursuits. Congress had long since authorized
him to purchase unmatured bonds with the surplus revenue, and he did purchase over $27,000,000 worth of
such bonds, when he at once stopped, and has continued to hoard up the excessive revenues in the Treasury
Department of the Government, leaving the bonded debt, which should have been paid, to draw interest, and
deprived the people of suEicient money to carry on their legitimate business. It has oHen been charged, and we
think the circumstances are such as to sustain the charge, that this course has been taken by the Administration
in order...
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