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SEPTEMBER 14, 2000 U. S. Senate, Subcommittee on International Security, Proliferation, and Federal Services,
of the Committee on Governmental AJairs, Washington, DC. The Subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 11:
05 a. m. in room SD-342, Dirksen Senate Building, Hon. Thad Cochran, Chairman of the Subcommittee,
presiding. Present: Senator Cochran. OPENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR COCHRAN Senator Cochran. The
Subcommittee will please come to order. Today we are having our first hearing on the state of foreign
language capabilities in national security and the Federal Government. Earlier this year, the House-Senate
International Education Study Group hosted a briefing on the crisis in Federal language capabilities. As the
subject of that briefing suggests, it is feared by some that the deficiencies among Federal agencies and the
departments which have national security responsibilities in our government are serious enough to be called a
crisis. This hearing will examine that subject. We already know from previous hearings in both houses of
Congress that this has been a serious problem for some time. There is a concern that the situation is getting
worse rather than better. Are the right languages being taught to enough people Are contract linguists
suJicient for high level analysis The Defense Language Institute trains up to 5, 000 military personnel in 52
languages every year. The Foreign Service Institute teaches over 60 languages to its recruits. Our investment in
training is very expensive. It costs 70, 000 in tuition for foreign service oJicers to become proficient in some
languages. Our secu. . . This item ships from La Vergne,TN. Paperback.
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