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SEPTEMBER 14, 2000 U. S. Senate, Subcommittee on International Security, Proliferation, and Federal Services,
of the Committee on Governmental Affairs, Washington, DC. The Subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 11:
05 a. m. in room SD-342, Dirksen Senate Building, Hon. Thad Cochran, Chairman of the Subcommittee,
presiding. Present: Senator Cochran. OPENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR COCHRAN Senator Cochran. The
Subcommittee will please come to order. Today we are having our first hearing on the state of foreign
language capabilities in national security and the Federal Government. Earlier this year, the House-Senate
International Education Study Group hosted a briefing on the crisis in Federal language capabilities. As the
subject of that briefing suggests, it is feared by some that the deficiencies among Federal agencies and the
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