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JUST WAR THEORY AND INDIAS INTERVENTION IN EAST PAKISTAN,
1971

KW Publishers, New Delhi, India, 2014. So@cover. Book Condition: New. First Edition. This study oAers an
assessment of the Indian Intervention in East Pakistan in 1971 by locating it within the framework of Just War
Theory. The Just War Theory has evolved two streams of thought in judging the use of force. These are the jus
ad bellum (recourse to war) and the jus in bello (conduct in war). The jus ad bellum has six principles. They
include: just cause, competent authority, right intention, force must be the last resort, proportionality of ends
and probability of success. Jus in bello has two principles; namely, proportionality of means, and
discrimination and non-combatant immunity. The study makes the argument that the Indian intervention in
East Pakistan qualifies as one of the fit cases of humanitarian intervention when judged through the criteria of
Just War Theory as it resulted in a positive humanitarian outcome for the East Pakistanis. Indias argument was
that its use of force was in conformity with the humanitarian purposes of the UN Charter. The intervention not
only ended the West Pakistan military operation in the East, but also restored the political rights of the Bengalis.
The intervention also enabled the ten million or so Bengali refugees, who had fled from East Pakistan to India,
to return home. Indias decision to intervene in East Pakistan certainly had mixed motives it was informed by
humanitarianism and was also strongly influenced by its national interests. In the end, the intervention was
vindicated as the end result was a positive humanitarian outcome for the East Pakistanis. The study oAers
detailed discussion on the events that led to the intervention as well as undertakes an in-depth analysis of the
intervention from the perspective of Just War. It provides thoughtful analysis on the recourse and...
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