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Createspace, United States, 2011. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 226 x 150 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Featuring over 200 articles and 125 illustrations, The Lost Century of
Women s Basketball is a time capsule of media reports from the birth of women s basketball in the 19th
century. High school, college, and athletic club teams played in leagues and competed in tournaments long
before the modern era of women s sports. After a wild first decade, this brief flourishing of women s basketball
was tamped down by social pressure and the wide-open full-court game was tamed by a partitioned court and
restrictive rules that remained intact until the passage of Title IX in 1972. This volume includes coverage of
Eastern women s college teams at Smith, Wellesley, Vassar, Cornell and Bryn Mawr, the first intercollegiate
basketball game between the Universities of Stanford and California, the outbreak of Hoosier hysteria in Fort
Wayne, Indiana, and reports from across the country about this popular new sport for women. Women began
to play basketball within a few weeks after YMCA instructor James Naismith unveiled the game on March 11,
1892. The sport quickly spread to YWCAs, athletic clubs, high schools, and colleges across the country.
Basketball released women s competitive passions more than any other sport. For players in the heat of a
contest, scrambling on the floor and tussling over a loose ball were natural athletic reactions. But to many 19th
century observers it was a shocking display unlike anything they had ever seen before, a disturbing eruption of
unbridled physicality that society had tamped down for centuries. The clash between ladylike decorum and
athletic abandon troubled many educators, social commentators and sports authorities. Young women were
expected to remain proper and demure in all public...
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