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indexed. Not illustrated. 1885 Excerpt: .and character, and rendered awfully interesting by the circumstances
under which it was written, in the twilight of departing reason. SO. How bright these glorious spirits shine!
Whence all their white array? This well-known hymn is the composition of William Cameron, founded on a
hymn of Dr. Watts. William Cameron was born in 1751, and studied at Aberdeen University. In 1745, a few years
before his birth, there had been appended, without authority, to the Scotch Psalter a collection of hymns known
as the Paraphrases. In 1775 the General Assembly commissioned William Cameron, John Logan, and others, to
revise the collection. This they did, and in 1781 appeared the revised and enlarged edition of the Paraphrases,
consisting of sixty-seven hymns. The above, from the pen of Cameron, appeared in the collection. In 1785 he
was ordained minister to the parish of Kirknewton, and there he ministered until his death in 1811. The first
stanza is only slightly varied from Watts, which runs thus--These glorious minds, how bright they shine! Whence
all their white array? How came they to the happy seats Of everlasting day? In the other stanzas the wording is
wholly Cameron s, and the hymn, as a re-cast, is a great improvement on Watts. Other Paraphrases by
Cameron are, While others crowd the house of mirth, and Ho! ye that thirst, approach the spring. 51. Jesus
lives! no longer now Can thy terrors, death, appal us; Jesus lives! by this we know Thou, O...
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