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the Araish-i-Mahfil, the Nasr-i-be-Nazir, and Selections from the Kulliyat-i-Sauda, which have undertaken to
publish. | am, however, induced to do so by the knowledge that the want of these works has long been felt by
the students of the Urdu tongue, and | trust that they mayusefulguides to the study of that language. | have
denoted much time and labour to making them as thorough and careful translations as possible; and as |
considered a literal rendering to be the most useful, | have sacrificed elegance of style to this object. The Araish-
i-Mahfil commences with a description of India, its seasons, fruits, animals, sciences, religious and military
orders, and women; then follows a geographical account of the great divisions of the country, and it concludes
with a history of the Hindu kings to the time of its conquest by the Muhammadans. Colonel Nassau Lees, the late
Secretary to the Board of Examiners at Fort William, Calcutta, in his preface to the Urdu version, remarks, Parts
of it would be well worth translating into English and it is one of the books, mentioned by the late Sir Henry
Elliot, as fit for publication. The notes are taken from various sources, or are the results of my own experience,
and are principally intended for the Urdu student in England; names of places are spelt as in the Urdu, and
words not in the original are within round brackets; in translating the poetry, | have not attempted to turn...
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