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Rarebooksclub.com, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1851 Excerpt: .born at Chaux-de-Fond. Aspiring to be something more than a mere
workman, he endeavored to perfect the diHerent arts of clock-work, and succeeded in attaching to common
time-pieces, at a small expense, machinery which produced music resembling the chime of bells, and the music
of a flute. His attempts to discover the means of eHecting a perpetual motion, led him to important discoveries.
He contrived, among other things, a pendulum, which, being composed of two metals of unequal dilatability,
remained unaHected by heat or cold. He aJerwards made his celebrated writing automaton, which, by means
of machinery contained within the figure, was made to move its fingers and hands, and to form handsome
letters. His last work was an astronomical clock. He was surprised by death before this was finished.--2. Henri-
Louis-Jacquet, son of the preceding, born 1752, at Chaux-de-Fond. From his earliest youth, he was employed in
mechanical works. At the age of 22, he went to Paris with some of the products of his labor; among which was
an automaton, representing va young female, which played diHerent tunes on the harpsichord, followed the
notes in the music book with her eyes and head, and, having finished playing, rose and saluted the company. In
Paris, he caused one of the workmen, taught by his father, to make a pair of artificial hands for a young man
who was mutilated, by means of which he, was enabled to perform most of the necessary oHices for himself.
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