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illustrated. 1888 Excerpt: .sterling on it under the door of a little empty house on the sea shore of a lonely desert
(or dessert) island, as Emma Jane called it--whether you did or not, | may tell you that | know something more
about that little empty house than the two little girls did. It was called Marine Lodge, only in fun. It was not the
lodge of the Cold-acre Park of that island. We found no good old porter there, if you remember, to relieve the
old poor at the gate of the gentleman of the country. No, indeed. It was an empty and deserted little house, and
had been built by the crew of his Majesty s ship Cullender, which, having several holes in her bottom, had been
run ashore by her prudent commander when he found that he and his crew could no longer escape0 a watery
grave--for the pumps, which had been going since the Cullender had left Portsmouth, had got out of order. The
advertisement, to let, was the parting joke of a midshipman, and had been chalked upon the door the day that
he and the rest of the crew of the good ship Cullender had been carried away from the island by a chance
vessel that had happened to see the signal of distress of, the Cullender s men. But now for the words that
headed my chapter-- Something has happened at The Grove. Such headings should always remind the writer...
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