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indexed. Not illustrated. 1908 Excerpt: . or more on the money invested. But under existing regulations no more
houses can be built within the alleys and no more frame houses can be built within the fire limits of the city.
There has, therefore, been an almost complete arrest of building houses to be rented for twelve dollars or less
per month. The house famine for this class of houses is also being accentuated by natural decay and the
condemnation of insanitary houses. A law was enacted in May, 1906, establishing a board for the condemnation
of insanitary dwellings and up to June 30th, 1908, this board had taken action upon 959 houses, of which 545
have been demolished and the rest are under notice for demolition or repair. The condemnation of insanitary
houses by the Board of Health, then in existence, was authorized by Section 9 of an act of Congress approved
Feb. 21st, 1871, which reads as follows: Section 9. That any dwelling house or building wherein people live, or
assemble, which is deficient in ventilation, drainage or other provisions essential to health, which has a leaky
roof or is below grade, so as to render the walls thereof damp and the rooms unhealthy or is decayed or filthy,
and premises which are filthy and offensive are hereby declared nuisances injurious to health; and any person
who shall create or maintain such nuisances, and who shall fail, after due notice from the board, to abate the
same, shall upon conviction,...
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