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Before the Vietnam War, most Americans would have been hard pressed to locate Vietnam on a map. South
Vietnamese President Diem s regime was extremely unpopular, and war broke out between Communist North
Vietnam and South Vietnam around the end of the 50s. Kennedy s administration tried to prop up the South
Vietnamese with training and assistance, but the South Vietnamese military was feeble. A month before his
death, Kennedy signed a presidential directive withdrawing 1,000 American personnel, and shortly aEer
Kennedy s assassination, new President Lyndon B. Johnson reversed course, instead opting to expand American
assistance to South Vietnam. Johnson had sent fewer than 5,000 Marines to Vietnam in early 1965, but he
quickly upped it to 200,000 by the end of the year. There was no going back. Although hundreds of thousands
protested the war in 1967, including Martin Luther King, Jr., a majority of the public still supported it, due in
large part to the Johnson s administration public confidence. But as General Westmoreland talked of victory at
the end of 1967, the Viet Cong launched a massive assault across South Vietnam in January 1968. Known as the
Tet OHensive, the Viet Cong suHered hundreds of thousands of casualties, and the American forces never lost a
battle, but American support for the war still plummeted. By the end of the decade, Vietnam had leE tens of
thousands of Americans dead, spawned a counterculture with millions of protesters, and destroyed a
presidency. And more was still yet to...
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