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Hearing Before the Subcommittee on Census, Statistics and Postal Personnel of the Committee in Post Office
and Civil Service House of Representatives One Hundred Third Congress, First Session, October 7, 1993 The
subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 1:26 p.m., in room 311, Cannon House Office Building, Hon. Thomas C.
Sawyer (chairman of the subcommittee) presiding. Members present: Representatives Sawyer and Petri. Mr.
Sawyer. Good afternoon. | really am grateful for everybody s flexibility. First of all, having to change the
hearing from this morning until this afternoon, and now being as late as | am. | can only apologize and offer
my thanks. If this hearing were not so important and timely, | don t suppose | would be quite as concerned
about it. The Bureau s progress toward a census design, particularly the test for the next census, is so
important, particularly inasmuch as we are operating against difficult deadlines for the 1995 test. It will clearly
define what we can and can t do in 2000. | have looked at the Bureau s proposed design. | really want to
compliment everybody who has worked so hard to bring it to the condition that it is in since just last May. It has
clearly been a real effort. | remember at the time GAO was concerned about whether or not it would be possible
to proceed with the kind of fundamental reform that we have been talking about for some time. The Bureau
has focused its work on several proposals. They are the notion of a single best count or one number census,
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